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STRUCTURE OF PROGRAMME 

 

The programme consists of 7 modules. Each module carries 3 academic units. 

 

Subject Knowledge  

Modules 1 to 4 are designed to develop teachers’ competencies in the subject. Teachers 

will acquire knowledge and skills in the various art practices, as well as develop 

understanding in the field of art theory.  

 

Curriculum Studies 

Modules 5 – 7 are designed to equip teachers with pedagogical knowledge and skills in 

the teaching of art.  

 

DESCRIPTION OF MODULES 

 

Subject Knowledge  

 

Module 1: Two Dimensional Exploration (3 AUs) 

This course is an introduction to the techniques and technologies involved in Drawing 

and Painting from both observational and expressive perspective. Students will have an 

opportunity to learn about the tools used as well as develop process skills like 

responsiveness, comparison and reflection, that are involved in art making. This course 

will reinforce the students existing knowledge and is designed to give the student well 

rounded competencies in the two dimensional media. 

 

Module 2: Three Dimensional Exploration (3 AUs) 

This module will provide primary teachers with the opportunities to work in an extended, 

in-depth manner with aspects of three-dimensional studies. Teachers will be able to learn 

a range of three-dimensional processes and techniques, including time-based and site-

based installation works. 

 

Module 3: New Media Exploration (3 AUs) 

This course introduces students to foundational aspects of working with New Media 

technologies. It will equip students with fundamental and technical knowledge of and 

skills in digital camera handling. The course will also inculcate in student teachers the 

abilities to explore digital still-image making, digital videography and stop-motion 

animation photography, with emphasis on process skills such as narrative and sequencing 

that are important in new media studies.  

 

 

 



 

 

Module 4: Visual Literacy (3AUs) 

Visual images are ubiquitous in our society. They come in different forms, such as art, 

architecture, technical illustration, computer graphics and digital photographs. They 

perform different functions, from offering the viewer an aesthetic experience to 

providing entertainment, as well as communicating information. This module aims to 

familiarize student teachers with common modes of interpreting visual images. Using 

examples from wide-ranging historical periods and geographical locations, they will learn 

the fundamentals of relating the visual elements of an image to the context of its creation 

and reception. They will also gain an understanding of how visual images work in 

tandem with non-visual forms, such as the written text and sound, to generate meanings. 

The module will also explore how knowledge of Visual Literacy can contribute to the 

teaching of art in the primary school classroom. 

 

 

 

Curriculum Studies 

 

Module 5: The Development of Children’s Art and its Implications for Primary 

School Teaching (3AUs) 

This module will consist of introductions to classical and contemporary theories of 

children’s development in the visual arts. This module will help primary teachers 

understand the various theoretical frameworks and how these underpin particular 

approaches to pedagogy and classroom practice. Participants will be aware of the values 

and philosophies that underpin the art curriculum in primary school and will also learn 

how to design art experiences for young children which will promote and encourage 

intellectual and emotional development. Participants will also gain an in-depth 

understanding of the centrality of meaningful art engagements to the development of the 

whole child – specifically in the areas of artistic and aesthetic maturation, creative growth 

and human resiliency. 

 

Module 6: Methods and Materials: Appropriating artistic techniques and material 

usage within the primary school context (3 AUs) 

 

This course is designed to amalgamate studio and artistic practices of student teachers 

with pedagogical approaches. In this course, participants will learn to translate studio 

techniques and material usage to suite the primary teaching setting and will design lesson 

packages that are developmentally and pedagogically appropriate. Students will learn 

about theories surrounding concept-based pedagogy and design lessons that incorporate 

multiple visual art forms (ie. 2D, 3D, New Media). In addition, students will also have 

the opportunity to sample best practices in the field as well as pilot their own lessons 

design and pedagogical approaches.    

 

 

Module 7: Curriculum Development and Assessment (3AUs) 

Teachers will be introduced to the various theories on curriculum and evaluation in art 

education. Teachers will be exposed to various curriculum models and evaluative 



 

 

instruments (prescriptive and naturalistic) currently in practice locally as well as 

internationally. In addition, teachers will also learn how to work across subject discipline 

and integrate the visual art curriculum meaningfully and insightfully. In essence, teachers 

will develop competencies in designing art curriculum and programmes for primary 

schools while at the same time, be critical in examining and reflecting upon the various 

models and theories that they are adopting 
 

 



 

 

 


